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The Research of Ma Shui-Long’s Piano Pieces
on Taiwanese Folk Tunes

Lu-Ling Xu
Doctor of Musical Arts of Fu Jen Catholic University, Department of Music

Abstract

Ma Shui-Long began collecting Taiwanese folk songs and adapting them into
piano miniatures after returning to Taiwan from his studies in Germany. Following his
passing in 2015, his wife, Hsu Tzu-Chen, organized the pieces and added interpretive
annotations. In 2016, the collection was published as the Piano Pieces on Taiwanese
Folk Tunes. This article primarily categorizes and discusses Ma Shui-Long’s adaptation
techniques and performance elements, exploring his personal musical language and
practice methods. This collection, intended for young performers, uses titled scenarios
to spark the performers' interest and develop their fundamental skills. Through learning
these pieces, performers can experience Taiwan's indigenous musical culture, making
this an educationally significant collection that plays an important role in promoting
local Taiwanese music. Ma Shui-Long was adept at integrating traditional music
elements with Western compositional techniques, showcasing his distinctive musical
style. This unique musical approach gives his works profound cultural depth, making

them an integral part of Taiwan’s musical heritage.

Keywords: Ma Shui-Long, Piano Pieces on Taiwanese Folk Tunes, Adaptation
Techniques, Performance Elements
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